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officers are guided by neither law nor practical knowledge it
follows that they sometimes give extravagant orders. This is

proved by the examples of Venice and Milan. In the former
of these towns a circular was issued forbidding the segrega-
tion of patients affected by small-pox, and in the latter the
official report advised parents that in the case of measles
sound children should be brought into contact with diseased
ones when the epidemic was mild, "in order that they
should catch a mild form of the disease, which every one
must have." I have great belief in the evolution of medicine ’

and consider that the study of the cause of disease already ’

forms, and will in time more surely form, one of the chief
interests of medical men. With this evolution the horrors
to which you allude in your journal-which, also, are not
a speciality of Italy-will entirely disappear.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
C. RUATA,

Direzione della Scuola di Farmacia, Universita di Perugia.
Perugia, March 16th, 1894.

" DECREASE OF PRISON POPULATION."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,--Perhaps you will allow me a few lines in answer to
your last annotation on the prison population. I nowhere
assert that the census return takes the dimensions of the
prison population as a test of the movement of crime ; I
merely remark that the size of the prison population is not an
accurate test. I do not attach much value to the police
estimates as to the numbers of the criminal classes, inasmuch
as these estimates are mere guesses ; the best way of arriving
at the proportions of the criminal classes is to look at the
percentage of recidivism. Recidivists are the criminal
classes, and if they are increasing in number, as we know
they are, the proportions of the criminal classes are not

declining. My reason for giving the total number of com-
mitments to prison was based on the following grounds.
The census of the prison population includes commitments
of all kinds-persons on remand, persons for trial, persons
under sentence for non-payment of fines. I gave the total
commitments to match the census return, and I am sur-

prised that this point should be used against me, inas-
much as it is equally valid against the Registrar-General.
This gentleman, in attempting to account for the decrease
of the prison population, does not eliminate any class
of commitments before going forward with his explana-
tions ; and I followed him in this respect, in the first place,
because I did not wish to find fault with trifling inaccuracies,
and in the second place because the inclusion or omission of
remand and discharge cases, according to my method of
arriving at the decrease of the prison population, makes com-
paratively little difference to the final result. Finally, I
prefer my figures to the Registrar-General’s because these
figures do not accurately give the number of commitments on
conviction. For instance, all juveniles sent to reformatory
schools were, until last autumn, sentenced to a preliminary
period of imprisonment. These cases are not included in
the Registrar-General’s table of commitments. Nor does his
table include, as I said before, the commitments where a fine
is not paid. In 1891 these commitments after sentence in
court of summary jurisdiction amounted in round numbers
to 59, 000, and surely a table which omits such a vast number
of commitments is to be regarded as incorrect. In addition
to this the Registrar-General accused me of making an in-
comprehensible blunder, not in the number of convictions, be
it remembered, but in the total number of committals, and
he produced what he called the total number of committals
in opposition to my figures. I showed in my letter to you
that the Registrar-General’s total committals are wrong and
that mine are right.

In the Nineteenth Centitry for 1892 I have dealt with the

question of serious crime in the last decade. I have shown
there that if the decade 1870-79 is compared with 1880-89
the most serious forms of crime have increased, not de-
creased. My method of arriving at the decrease of the prison
population is objected to, but it is not said on what
grounds. My method is that when a prison population
decreases it decreases from two fundamental causes, acting
singly or in combination. These causes are (1) a decrease
of commitments ; and (2) a decrease in the duration of
sentences. I shall be very glad if anybody can point out
any other causes except the outburst of a fatal epidemic or
the pardoning fiat of the Government. The conclusion arrived

at by the census return which I have been battling against
all along is the following statement : "So far from the
average term of imprisonment having declined in the interval
between 1881 and 1891, the very opposite had occurred, and
the average term had become, if anything, slightly longer."
This conclusion, in my humble opinion, is erroneous. The
other conclusion, although it is somewhat like a contradic-
tion of the first, to the effect that the longer sentences have
been shortened and the shorter have had other penalties sub.
stituted for them, I have never assailed. But the first con.
clusion, as I have shown in my letter to you, and also in
The Times, is wrong, and it vitiates the report.

I am, Sirs, yours truly,
March 28th, 1894. 

I

WILLIAM DOUGLAS MORRISON,

* * So far as the published "judicial statistics" afford
the means for calculating the average term of imprisonment
in 1881 and 1891, it appears to be beyond question that this
average term declined during that period, and this is stated
in the census report to be due to the fact that the effect of
the shortening of all but the very shortest sentences is more
than counterbalanced by the substitution of other punishments
for the preponderating number of short sentences of imprison-
ment. We cannot agree with Mr. Morrison that he has

proved in any of his letters that the total average term of
imprisonment has been decreased.-ED. L.

VACCINATION OF GIPSIES.
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;My object in addressing you just now is to bring to
your notice, and that of the profession, how badly the
wandering gipsy population of England is protected against
the ravages of small-pox and the risk incurred from that
unsatisfactory state of things, in the hope of being the means
of some steps for the vaccination of the class of people refer-
red to being adopted by Parliament. By the early post on
Monday morning last I received notice from the inspector of
police at Harwich, in obedience to a general order by the
chief constable of the county of Essex, that a gipsy family
had arrived at Parkeston, which is at the eastern end of one
of the sanitary districts (Tendring rural) under my care. I
visited the locality the same forenoon and found a van of the
ordinary size, the inmates of which were a man and his wife
and nine children, the ages of the latter ranging from twenty
years to eighteen months. On my inquiring as to the vac.
cination of the family, the mother quickly told me that they
had all been vaccinated except the youngest. Being desirous,
however, to have ocular demonstration of this fact, I requested
that I might be allowed to examine the arms of the children.
This was strongly resented, and, on my insisting, the mother
admitted that none of them had undergone the operation.
Of course I intimated I would report the matter and would
do my utmost to have vaccination carried out. This, I hear
from the police, has so far had the satisfactory effect of their
moving from the locality, and I shall endeavour to hunt all
such vans out of my districts. I brought to the gipsy’s
notice that the van was overcrowded and was met by the
statement that only four slept in the van and the others in a
small cart and on the ground underneath the van, where the
mother made a bed for them. I have since verified this by
the police.

It is most difficult for sanitary authorities to deal with
this class of people under the existing laws, as a movement is
made out of the district before any legal process can

be put in force; I have applied to the chief constable
for any hint he can give me, but he is as much at a loss what
to do as I am. The risk, however, must be admitted to be
enormous to the public at large, and it would be a boon if some
means could be devised to lessen or prevent it. With
apologies for so far trespassing on your valuable space,

I remain, Sirs, yours faithfully,

Colchester,, March 28th, 1894.
J. W. COOK, M.D.,

Medical Officer of Health.

"EPILEPSY AND ERRORS OF REFRACTION."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

Sms,-The annotation in THE LANCET of March 24th last
upon my paper in Brain-winter number, 1893-dealing
with cases of epilepsy, their refraction and their treatment


